
Growing Tomorrow
Giving Today

2024
Annual Report



MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITY

As we step into a promising new year, I want to take a moment to reflect on the 
remarkable journey we shared in 2024 and express my deepest gratitude for 
every single one of you. Together, we have achieved incredible milestones that 
have strengthened our community and positively impacted countless lives.

This past year, through your unwavering dedication, creativity, and hard work, 
we surpassed generosity in a way many thought would never be reached. These 
successes are a testament to the power of get it done attitude and the enduring 
generosity that this community was built on.

To our extraordinary board members: thank you for your vision, leadership, and relentless support. Your 
guidance has been instrumental in driving our mission forward. To our ambassadors, volunteers, donors, 
and supporters: thank you for believing in our work and for making it possible for the community to 
dream big and deliver even bigger.

While 2024 has been a year to celebrate, I urge us all to keep our eyes on the horizon. Let’s challenge each 
other to raise the bar higher in 2025. Together, we can deepen our impact and bring innovative solutions 
to the challenges ahead. Each of you plays a vital role in this journey, and I know that our best days are in 
front of us.

Thank you for being the heart and soul of the Greater Sabetha Community. Let’s move forward with 
renewed energy, steadfast determination, and a shared commitment to creating a bright sustainable 
future.

With great gratitude, 

Paul Wenger, GSCF Board President

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the warm welcome I have received as 
your new director. It has been a rewarding challenge, and I truly appreciate the 
support and encouragement from all of you. 
 
I am especially thankful for the leadership above me, which inspires me to 
continue achieving great things for our community. Together, I believe we can 
accomplish so much more. 
 
I am so grateful to be a small part of what the Sabetha Community is doing. 

If I can say anything, it is this: our community spirit is rare. It still holds true to the morals and values 
of a “small town, USA.” I can think of no better place to raise a family or live. Sabetha is a place where 
members look after each other, combine their forces for good, and seek to better their community one 
project at a time. Thank you to the dedicated people, local businesses, grant programs, gift of grain 
programs, and donor-advised funds for believing in what we do. Thank you to the community, donors, and 
dreamers. Let’s keep building a better future.

Connie Joy, GSCF Executive Director
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COMMUNITY CELEBRATION GALA
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On January 13, 2024, the Greater Sabetha Community Foundation hosted the annual Community 
Celebration Gala. Each year, this event is planned to celebrate the recent Give to Grow Match Day 
results and other community successes. In addition, GSCF nominates nonprofit organizations that have 
“Served Sabetha Strong.” This award is given to those who have exemplified the meaning of Community, 
Compassion, and Commitment through actions and deeds. This year, The Main Event, Neighbor-
2-Neighbor, and My Sister’s House were honored. In addition, the Sabetha Chamber of Commerce 
presented its Business of the Year award to HydraBed. The public was invited to attend the Gala to enjoy 
the feeling of community and were treated to a beautiful table of heavy appetizers and dessert prepared by 
Sheri Lay and team. 

This enjoyable evening was made possible due to the generosity of KSi, Schenck Process, and HydraBed.



NEW OFFICE SPACE
The Greater Sabetha Community Foundation has been serving the Sabetha area since December 2015. In 
those 9 years, the GSCF has not had a place to call “home” except a home office, coffee shop, and even a 
laundry room turned office space. Although these places serve their purpose, having a space we could call 
our own has always been a dream.  
 
A former dentist’s office sat for sale on North 9th Street for some time. Leslie, now Director of Partners, 
had the idea of approaching the owners to lease the space. As supporters of the foundation already, they 
were happy to create a partnership and lease the perfect building. At 1100 sq feet, this space consists of a 
waiting room, office, meeting room, kitchenette, bathroom, and clean basement for storage space. The 
GSCF Board of Directors approved a $6,000 budget for outfitting the space with new furniture, paint, and 
decor. Volunteers and the board of directors have given their time to move items, assemble furniture, and 
paint the space. They held their first board meeting in the new office on October 8th. 
 
Not only does this building provide a “shingle” in the community, but it also provides the perfect place 
to easily meet with donors, new and current funds, and non-profit organizations. We are also excited 
to host partner trainings and meetings for our community in the coming year. A quarterly “coffee & 
conversations” will be held for all established funds to discuss community needs and how they can work 
together to meet them. 
 
We look forward to all the benefits this new building offers to GSCF and the community as a whole. The 
new office space is located at 112 N. 9th Street, Sabetha, KS 66534. 

Thank you to Amy Keim with Mom+Camera Photography for photographing the new office space.
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GRANTS TO THE COMMUNITY
WENGER MAREL CHARITABLE GRANTS

LUNCH LADY ANGEL HUG GRANTS
This year, four grants totaling $2,916.23 were distributed to help meet urgent needs: 

•	 Three families received rent and utility assistance.
•	 One individual received new tires for their car, enabling them to start a new job and transport 

their children to school.
What is a Hand-Up-Grant (HUG)?
A HUG (Hand Up Grant) is a needs-based, one-time financial assistance grant (with a potential one-time 
renewal determined on a case-by-case basis) designed to help individuals facing immediate challenges, 
such as car repairs, dentures for an elderly person, or tuition for the first class at a technical college. These 
grants are available as needed, and applications can be submitted anytime online. The Lunch Lady Angels 
also participate in Give to Grow Match Day, providing an opportunity for your donations to be matched 
and make an even greater impact. To learn more, apply, or donate, visit the GSCF website at www.
SabethaFoundation.org.

Sabetha Middle School, Library Seating Enhancement, $24,237: Sabetha Middle School will use these 
funds to update the furnishing in the library to provide an additional functional space for student 
and teacher use. New furnishings will provide an alternative area to increase peer to peer learning, 
collaboration, and student engagement.

My Sister’s House, Bathroom Remodel, $18,850: My Sister’s House will use their award for a full 
bathroom remodel. They plan to convert their current tub to a shower, replace the current toilet, add a 
new sink, add new cupboards, and increase the lighting.

Sabetha Emergency Management System, Power Load Cot System, $26,618: Sabetha EMS used their 
award to purchase another Power Load Cot System, reducing strain on crews and protecting patients. 
With a 3-truck fleet, one ambulance currently has this system, leading to higher mileage and wear. Adding 
another allows them to rotate their fleet and extend the life of their ambulances.

The Main Event, Audio/Visual Package, $31,569: A most critical enhancement needed was a PA system, 
microphones, fixed and portable speakers, and video projection capabilities. By providing an exceptional 
and inclusive experience for all, they can continue to foster vibrant and accessible spaces that benefit the 
entire community.

Brown County Humane Society, Kennel Expansion $25,000: Grant dollars are planned to finish a 1,200 
sq ft room that will allow for 9 more indoor/outdoor kennel spaces at the shelter. They plan to finalize the 
heating/cooling, electrical, plumbing, and concrete. They will also purchase a few items such as a sink and 
chain-link panels to enclose the bunks.

Northridge Family Development Center STEAM Enhancement $32,000: The goal is to provide extra 
enrichment activities to the children in their care, to enhance their development and introduce them to 
new skills and experiences. It will also allow them the opportunity to learn from more than one teacher 
throughout the day.

Sabetha Playground Partners $25,000: Sabetha Playground Partners raised funds for an inclusive, 
accessible playground at Sabetha Library Park. The current structure lacks accessibility, limiting use 
for many. The new design will provide features for all ages and abilities, including those with physical, 
cognitive, and social disabilities. The new playground is set to be installed this summer 2025.
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The 9th annual Give to Grow Match Days, held November 20-22, shattered previous records thanks to the 
generosity of 19 matching donors and the support of the Patterson Family Foundation, which contributed 
$70,000 in matching funds. Together, these efforts brought the total matching dollars to an impressive 
$131,100. 
 
By the end of the giving period, donors contributed $1,172,834.65. After the matching dollars were 
applied, the final total reached an astounding $1,303,934.65. This achievement reflects 1,430 gifts made to 
support 82 charitable organizations. 
 
This success was made possible by the generous contributions of Business Pillars, including Ag Partners 
Co-op, Bank of Blue Valley, Community National Bank, Coperion, Grimm’s Gardens, KSI/Paul & Joan 
Kaeb, Lukert Chiropractic & Wellness, NutraDrip LLC, Rainbow Communications, Saylor Insurance, 
Sabetha Dental, Simpson Chiropractic, and United Bank & Trust. We also extend heartfelt thanks to our 
Community Pillars, including Anonymous Donors 1 & 2, Ray & Jeannie Bachelor, Kent & Donna Saylor, 
and Gary & Leslie Scoby.

2024 GIVE TO GROW MATCH DAYS

GROWING UP GIVING
Over 165 students attended Match Day through the Growing Up Giving Program, thanks to Kent Saylor’s 
generous sponsorship. Students met with 40 funds, learning about their goals and needs, and discovered 
the value of giving back. A standout moment was a student supporting the Sabetha Fire Department 
to thank them for saving her home. This program inspires youth to engage in philanthropy, and we’re 
committed to continuing it as long as funds allow.



“We are so fortunate to be part of the Sabetha community and have 
relationships with so many wonderful organizations. Because of the 
generous support of the annual Match Day partners, we’re able to 
maximize our personal giving and the format is perfect for us to direct 
funds to the organization(s) of our choice. As members of the First 
Lutheran Church, and long-time board members of its preschool, we 
are closely connected to the First Lutheran Preschool Scholarship and 
Enrichment fund. Bringing children to an early relationship with Jesus 
Christ and access to a strong educational foundation is a mission we are 
deeply passionate about. 

Additionally, we chose to give to the Bluejay Facility Enhancement Fund in 2024. Student athletics are an 
integral part of our lives and having modern, safe, and high-quality facilities is very important. In addition 
to the direct benefits for student-athletes, it also provides significant value to the community by providing 
inviting venues for regional events.

Having the opportunity to participate in the Give To Grow Match Day is truly a blessing and a continual 
reminder of the amazing stewardship of the Sabetha community.”

Kurt and Melissa Detweiler

WHY I GIVE ON MATCH DAY...

“The first year we gave to Give to Grow, we wrote a check from our checking 
account.  Leslie explained to us that as farmers, we could use the Gift of 
Grain option to give and benefit two-fold. By using Gift of Grain, we are 
not showing an income from the sale of the grain, but we get to use all the 
deductions for producing the crop. Simply put, it is a smarter way to give. All 
we have to do is tell our participating elevator how many bushels of grain we 
want to sell, and they send a check to the foundation. 

We get the fun of choosing how to disperse the money on Give to Grow Day. 
We enjoy giving to multiple funds and typically, we give to ones that are memorial scholarships or ones 
that we have been involved with in the past.  It is hard for us to choose which fund to give to, but it is so 
rewarding knowing that we can choose to give to multiple needs that benefit our great community!”

Adam and Kim Pyle
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CAPACITY BUILDING GRANT
In a small but vibrant community, where local organizations were striving to make a difference but facing 
challenges, the Patterson Family Foundation (PFF) saw an opportunity to help. With a mission to support 
the work of community-based nonprofits, the PFF launched its Capacity Building Grant (CBG)—an 
initiative designed to strengthen the structures of organizations, helping expand their reach and impact.
 
The CBG was more than financial aid—it gave local nonprofits the tools to thrive. While many had strong 
missions and dedicated staff, there were still holes left unfilled. PFF addressed these gaps by providing 
guidance on organizational processes, leadership, and sustainability. They connected nonprofits 
with experts in strategic planning, fundraising, and program evaluation while funding staff training, 
technology upgrades, and long-term growth initiatives. 

The Greater Sabetha Community Foundation (GSCF), a key supporter of local projects, was a recipient 
of this grant. With CBG support, it hired a full-time executive director to drive strategy, strengthen 
partnerships, and improve project management. This leadership helped the GSCF better coordinate 
efforts and expand community outreach.

“The Patterson Family Foundation’s Capacity Building Grant has allowed us to take our work to the next 
level,” said Connie Joy, Executive Director of the GSCF. “By giving the foundation a full-time leader, we’ve 
been able to grow our impact, focus on sustainability, and continue supporting the programs that make 
Sabetha a great place to live.”

Greater Sabetha Community Foundation
Statement of Activities

December 2024 Year-to-Date

Current Month YTD ASSETS
REVENUES

Checking Account - Fiduciary & KSB Checking 255,901.82$           
Gifts and Bequests 272,850.72$                 2,636,272.58$              
Inter-fund Gifts 109,936.22$                 468,274.17$                 Outside Advisors 9,187,394.14$        
Interfund Grants (115,264.54)$                (475,196.10)$                
  Subtotal Net Gifts & Grants 267,522.40$                 2,629,350.65$              TTC Pooled Investments 8,443,644.74$        

Interest/Dividend Income 49,420.67$                   292,873.64$                 Undeposited Funds 6,415.00$               
Realized Gain/Loss 51,375.18$                   107,666.50$                 
Unrealized Gain/Loss (451,311.86)$                860,776.76$                 Total Assets 17,893,355.70$     
  Subtotal Invest. Performance (350,516.01)$                1,261,316.90$              

Administrative Fees Revenue 2,858.24$                      30,077.72$                   LIABILITIES
  Subtotal Other Revenue 2,858.24$                     30,077.72$                   

Grants & Accounts Payable -$                         
Total Revenues (80,135.37)$                  3,920,745.27$              Scholarship Payable -$                         

Total Liabilites -$                         

EXPENSES FUND BALANCES
Fund Balance - Endowed Gifts 1,970,409.22$        

Operating Expenses Fund Balance - Endowed Spendable 340,554.72$           
  Custodian Fees 686.90$                         6,509.74$                      Fund Balance - Expendable & Earnings 15,582,391.76$     
  Administrative Fees & Administration 11,895.42$                   125,565.32$                 Total Fund Balances 17,893,355.70$     
  Expendable Fund Fee 1,163.10$                      14,499.99$                   
  Credit Card Fees 48.24$                           1,425.21$                      Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 17,893,355.70$     
  Total Operating Expenses 13,793.66$                   148,000.26$                 

Grants and Program Expenses
  Grants 56,268.52$                   1,403,076.01$              Proof  Balances -$                         
  Scholarships -$                               68,050.00$                   
  Program Expenses 10,275.80$                   151,930.38$                 
  Total Grants and Program Expenses 66,544.32$                   1,623,056.39$              

Total Expenses 80,337.98$                   1,771,056.65$              

Net Activity (160,473.35)$                2,149,688.62$              
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Greater Sabetha Community Foundation
Statement of Financial Position

as of December 31, 2024

ASSETS

Checking Account - Fiduciary & KSB Checking 255,901.82$              

Outside Advisors 9,187,394.14$          

TTC Pooled Investments 8,443,644.74$          

Undeposited Funds 6,415.00$                  

Total Assets 17,893,355.70$        

FUND BALANCES
Fund Balance - Endowed Gifts 1,970,409.22$          
Fund Balance - Endowed Spendable 340,554.72$              
Fund Balance - Expendable & Earnings 15,582,391.76$        
Total Fund Balances 17,893,355.70$        

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 17,893,355.70$        
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2024 DONORS
3M Productions LLC
Aaron & Hailey Duran
Aberle Ford Inc.
Adam & Frin Rokey-Strom
Adam & Laura Renyer
Adam Pyle
Adam Strom
Adrian & Harriet Strahm
Ag Partners Cooperative
Alan & Donna Hammes
Alex Wenger
Alexander Wenger
Alphia
Amanda & Jeffery Pilcher
Amber Bletscher
Amelia Wenger
Amy Hammes
Andrew & Julinne Moore
Ann Martinez
Ann Moser
Anna Wenger Fictner
Anthony & Randi Schmid
Argabright Welding
Arlene & Bill Plant
Austin & Kelli Keim
Austin & Krista Wasinger
Bart and Linda White
Ben Aberle & Sons, Inc.
Benjamin & Michelle Grove
Betty Niehues
Bill & Diane Hanzlicek
Bob & Nadine Champlin
Bob Ruddick
Boy Scouts of America - Troop 77
Brad & Holly Snyder
Brad and Pam Wenger
Bradley Sommers
Brendon & Sara Garrett
Brian & Colleen O’Leary
Brian & Jeanelle Plattner
Brian and Jennifer Voos
Briar Rebant
Brock & Renee Dooling
Brook Schmid
Carmen Oom
Carol Nolte
Carolyn Wenger
Carson Ukele
Cayman Strahm
Charlotte Schmid
Cheryl Garrett
Christian & Kara Tramp
Chrys Remmers
Classic Woodwork

COBANK
Cody & Amber Bletscher
Community National Bank
Conrade Insurance Group
Coperion
Cory & Connie Joy
Country Cabin
Dale Ulrich
Damian & Alicia Deters
Daniel Wenger
D’Ann Niehues
Darlene Stoller
Darron & Sheri Wessel
David & Shari Eisenbise
Dean Strahm
Debbie and Tim Wenger
Debbie Rilinger
Debbie Tangeman
Debby Boltz
Debra McClain
Delores Wenger
Dennis & Beth Hartter
Dennis & Linda Frazee
Derek & Emily Ackart
Diane Thieme
Donna Howard
Doug & Carol Moser
Doug & Tracie Aberle
Douglas & Susan Leiker
Douglas & Suzann Plattner
Dralinn & Becky Burks
Dwaine & Teresa Baumgartner
Dwight & Vicki Edelman
Edward & Linda Hatheway
Elwin & Mary Strahm
Eric Beeby
Eric Noblet & Taylor Simpson 
Noblet
Eric Stallbaumer
Farm Credit Services of America
Farmhouse Studio LLC
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Four Dogs and a Cat Charitable 
Foundation
G.P. Ketter
Galen & Linda Ackerman
Gamma Omega
Gary & Leslie Scoby
Gary Satter
Gayle McDonald & Mary Cannon
Gordon R. Olson Attorney at Law
Grains for Hope Foundation
Greg & Deann Mock
Greg & Jamie Strahm

Greg & Lesa Duryea
Gregg & Melinda Wenger
Grimm’s Gardens L.L.C.
Hannah Dettwyler
Hartter Feed & Seed, Inc.
Heidi Garrett
Holly Meyer
Homeward Bound
HTLF Bank
Jack Joy
James & Janice Steinlage
Jane Glace
Janice Lehman
Jason & Amy Mitchell
Jay & Angie Russell
Jay & Mary Herrmann
Jean Bachelor
Jed & Katherine Oesterreich
Jeff & Joyce Russell
Jeff Niehues
Jennifer Strathman
Jerry & Christine Meeks
Jerry & Nancy Cox
Jesse & Rhonni Mitchell
Jesse Ploeger
Jessica Fichtner
Jim Plattner
Joan Little
Joan Remmers
Joe & Katelyn Beeby
John & Joni Tangeman
John & Linda Mishler
John & Lori Baumgartner
John & Patricia Pierson
John & Wendy Menold
Joshua & Claire Wertenberger
Josie Joy
Joyce Meyer
JR & Chris Isch
June Schulz
Kaleb Moeller
Kate Goodman
Katie Harris
Keim Ts, Inc.
Kelly & Elaine Girton
Kelly Girton
Ken & Justina Simcox
Kenneth & Margaret Herbster
Kerry & Susan Broxterman
Kevin & Rosemary Harris
Kidwell Chiropractic LLC
Kim & Jarrod Niehues
Kim Rettele
Kingston Rebant



2024 DONORS
Klein Strahm
Kortney Plattner
Krae Aberle
Krista & Thad Eylar
KSi Conveyors, Inc.
Kurt & Melissa Detweiler
Kyle & Kortney Stallbaumer
Lane & Cassie Lierz
Larry & Valerie Strom
Laurie Duran
LaVaun Saylor Memorial 
Scholarship
Lee & Lucille Papes
Leonard & Beatrice Joann Capaul
Les Baumgartner Inc., c/o John 
Baumgartner
Levi & Jodi Grimm
Linda Bennett
Lisa Gantrom
Logan & Briana Hall
Logan & Sarah Snyder
Loren & Jeanne Edelman
Loretta Buser
Lori Shewey & Daniel Tramp
Lukert Chiropractic & Wellness
Mac & Row LLC
MAC Farms Inc
Main Street Auto Supply
Mammoth Sports Construction
Marc and Julie Wenger
Marcie Kerr
Marcus & Amanda Baumgartner
Mark & Jennifer Nagely
Martin & Karen Beyer
Martin Mishler
Marvin & Linnae
Mary Barnett
Mary Kay Wenger
Mary Kaye Leuthold
Mary Robertson
Mary Ryan
Matt & Sydney Bosworth
Maxwell Joy
Meg Haley
Midwest Ready Mix
Mikayla Rosenberger
Millie Stoller
Mitch & Rachel Allen
Monika Markus
Morris Leuthold
Mr. or Mrs. Donald L. Wenger
Mrs. Donald Wenger
Myreon & Lori Menold
Nancey A. Flentie

Nancy & Vern Swick
Nancy Manche
Nancy Miller
National Christian Foundation
Nemaha Central 5th Grade Class
Nicholas Serratore
Nick & Laurel Harling
Nick & Ronna Montgomery
Nicole Pfrang
NorthRidge Church
NorthWind Technical Services 
LLC
Olivia Martin
Osvaldo Enrique Munoz
Pamela Walker
Patricia Houghton
Patterson Family Foundation
Paul & Carly Wenger
Paul & Elizabeth Tedman
Paul Tedman
Peggy Shear
Phyllis Strahm
Prairie Hills FFA Alumni
Prairie Hills USD 113
Precision Builders LLC
Rainbow Communications, LLC
Randall Kirwan & Karen Everhart
Randy Kirwan D.D.S.
Relax and Unwind, LLC
Richard & Sharlotte Scoby
Richard & Terri Terrel
Rick & Debbie Frederick
Rick & Komari Aberle
Rick & Trish Lukert
Rita Poehlman
Rixey & Brenda Wertenberger
Robert & Jane Sunderland
Rocky & Amy Schwisow
Rodney & Cynthia Strahm
Roger & Lavonne Aberle
Roy & Sharon Frey
Ruth & Paul Shaver
Ruth Tennal
Ryan & Brandy Edelman
Ryan & Tiffany Menold
Sabetha Community Hospital
Sabetha Dental
Sabetha Emergency Medical 
Service
Sabetha High School Class of 
1974
Sabetha History Center 
Foundation
Sabetha Kids Wrestling 

Sabetha Nursing LLC
Sabetha Pharmacy
Sarah & Derek Kaeb
Saylor Insurance Service, Inc.
SBS Insurance Agency
Schenck Process
Scott Wedel
Selah Aberle
Selena & Steven Brownlee
Shane & Emily Meenen
Sharlotte Scoby
Sidney Lang
Stanley & Patricia Remmers
Steve & Becky Plattner
Steve & Lois Hartter
Steven & Karen Aeschliman
Steven & Linda Lukert
Sylvia & Sam Koch
Tabor Rebant
Tara and Brent Wikle
Taylor & Jennifer Gatz
Ted & Miranda Grimm
Teri & Jago Livengood
Terrance & Jackie Feathers
Terri McKim
Terri Watkins
Terry Leuthold
Thomas & Donna Douglas
Thomas & Susan Emert
Thrivent Financial
Tim & Katie Aberle
Tim & Michaela Schultejans
Trae & Mandy Snyder
Travis Beer
Trevor & Rebecca Fitschen
Triple C Manufacturing
Twisters Car Club
Tyler Boulware
United Bank & Trust
USC, LLC
Warren & Vicki Ploeger
Wenger Manufacturing, Inc.
William & Mary Simpson
William & Nancy Lambertson
Wilma Tyler
Woodlawn Club
Woodlawn Meadowlarks 4-H Club
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The Greater Sabetha Community Foundation is an affiliate of GMCF, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, EIN #48-1215574, incorporated in the State of Kansas.


